School Climate Survey by GLSEN (Gay Straight Education Network)

Results of 7,261 students surveyed:

e 84.6% of LGBT students reported being verbally harassed, 40.1% reported being physically
harassed and 18.8% reported being physically assaulted at school in the past year because of
their sexual orientation.

e 63.7% of LGBT students reported being verbally harassed, 27.2% reported being physically
harassed and 12.5% reported being physically assaulted at school in the past year because of
their gender expression.

e 72.4% heard homophobic remarks, such as "faggot" or "dyke," frequently or often at school.

e Nearly two-thirds (61.1%) of students reported that they felt unsafe in school because of their
sexual orientation, and more than a third (39.9%) felt unsafe because of their gender
expression.

e 29.1% of LGBT students missed a class at least once and 30.0% missed at least one day of
school in the past month because of safety concerns, compared to only 8.0% and 6.7%,
respectively, of a national sample of secondary school students.

e The reported grade point average of students who were more frequently harassed because of
their sexual orientation or gender expression was almost half a grade lower than for students
who were less often harassed (2.7 vs. 3.1).

o Increased levels of victimization were related to increased levels of depression and anxiety
and decreased levels of self-esteem.

e Being out in school had positive and negative repercussions for LGBT students - outness was
related to higher levels of victimization, but also higher levels of psychological well-being.

e There was a steady decline in the frequency of hearing homophobic remarks from 1999 to
2003. In recent years, between 2005 and 2009, students' reports of hearing these types of
remarks have not decreased significantly.

o LGBT students' experiences of harassment and assault have remained relatively constant over
time. However, there were small but significant decreases in frequencies of verbal
harassment, physical harassment and physical assault from 2007 to 2009.

e There has been an increase over time in the presence of several LGBT-related resources and
supports in school, specifically: Gay-Straight Alliances or other student clubs that address
LGBT issues in education; school staff who were supportive of LGBT students; and LGBT-
related materials in school libraries.



